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REPORT  TO  THE  ADMINISTRATIVE  COMMITTEE 
OF  SECRETARIAL  VISITATIONS 
IN  EUROPE 

By  Rev.  Charles  S.  Macfarland,  General  Secretary, 
Federal  Council  of  the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America 

First  Visit 

April  13  —  May  30 

This  was  intended  as  a  simple  secretarial  visit,  in  view  of  cer¬ 
tain  changes  and  new  developments  in  connection  with  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Relations  with  Religious  Bodies  in  Europe,  the 
Committee  on  Relations  with  Eastern  Churches  and  the  associa¬ 
tion  of  the  Federal  Council  with  the  work  of  the  Continuation 
Committee  of  the  Universal  Christian  Conference  on  Life  and 
Work.  Its  initiation  came  from  requests  for  conference  on  the 
part  of  representatives  of  several  European  bodies  and  it  was 
urged  jointly  by  the  President  of  the  Federal  Council,  the  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Administrative  Committee,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commission  on  Relations  with  Religious  Bodies  in  Europe,  to 
whose  judgments  I  referred  the  matter.  The  fact  that  it  assumed 
somewhat  larger  proportions  was  due  to  invitations  for  lectures 
and  addresses  from  European  sources,  some  of  which  were  of 
long  standing  and  others  of  which  came  when  Dr.  Adolf  Keller, 
of  Geneva,  sent  advance  notice  of  the  proposed  visit. 

The  general  program  from  April  13  to  May  30,  arranged 
through  Dr.  Keller,  was  as  follows : 

Paris:  Reception  by  Church  representatives 

Preached  at  the  church  at  Belleville  and  saw 
exhibitions  of  its  social  work 

Geneva:  Meeting  of  the  Commission  on  the  Institute  of 

Social  Christianity  and  establishment  of  the 
Institute 

International  dinner  by  the  Consistory 
Addressed  meeting  at  the  International  Club 
Reception  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Keller 
Address  to  the  Theological  Faculty,  Consistory 
and  Company  of  Pastors  in  Calvin’s  Church 

Rome:  Service  at  Waldensian  Church 

Reception  by  Waldensian  Pastors 
Addressed  public  meeting  at  the  Theological 
Faculty,  consisting  of  faculty,  students  and 
church  representatives 
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Corfu: 
Athens : 


Corinth: 

Smyrna: 

Constantinople: 

B  nearest: 


Sibiu: 

(Hermannstadt) 


Visited  Methodist  Episcopal  Headquarters  and 
School  at  Monte  Mario 

Rotary  Club  Luncheon 

Conference  with  Greek  Orthodox  Bishop 

Visited  Near  East  Relief,  School  of  Religion, 
American  Girls’  School,  Athens  College,  and 
Refugee  Camps 

Conferences  with  Archbishop  of  Athens  and 
Armenian  Bishop 

Reception  by  Theological  Faculty  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity 

Address  at  public  meeting  at  the  University 

Lecture  to  the  Theological  students 

Visit  to  the  President  of  the  Republic 

Visited  the  stricken  city  during  the  earthquakes. 
Conference  with  the  Bishop  of  Corinth  and 
visit  to  Red  Cross  Station,  accompanied  by  a 
representative  of  the  Government 

Visited  the  International  College 

Conferences  with  representatives  of  Mission 
Boards,  YMCA  and  YWCA 

Visit  to  Robert  College 

Visit  to  the  Patriarch 

Conferences  with  Patriarch,  Pastor  of  German 
Congregation  and  representatives  of  YMCA 
and  YWCA 

Addressed  public  meeting  at  Library  of  the 
University,  presided  over  by  the  Dean  of  the 
Theological  Faculty  and  a  popular  meeting  in 
one  of  the  Parks 

Visited  several  of  the  Roumanian  Churches 
Sunday 

Visited  the  Queen  of  Roumania 

Conferences  with  Roumanian  Bishop  and  Luth¬ 
eran  Bishop 

Luncheon  by  Lutheran  Bishop  attended  by  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  all  churches,  including  the 
Roman  Catholic,  Mayor  and  members  of 
Parliament 

Addressed  representative  meeting  of  Lutheran, 
Reformed  and  Orthodox  Church  leaders 

Dinner  with  similar  attendance 
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Cluj: 

(Kolosvar) 

Oradea  Mare: 
Budapest: 

Vienna: 

Prague: 

Berlin: 


Marburg: 


Conference  with  Hungarian  Reformed  Bishop, 
Visit  to  Roumanian  Bishop 
Reception  by  Theological  Faculty 
Address  at  public  meeting  attended  by  faculty, 
pastors  and  students 

Conference  with  representatives  of  Hungarian 
Lutheran  and  Reformed  Churches 

Conference  with  a  representative  of  the  Hun¬ 
garian  Reformed  Church 

Conferences  with  Lutheran  and  Reformed 
Bishops  and  visit  to  Governor  Horthy 
Addressed  10-year  Synod  of  Reformed  Church 
Addressed  representative  meeting  of  Lutheran 
Churches 

Conference  with  representatives  of  Lutheran 
and  Reformed  Churches 
Address  to  the  Theological  Faculty  and  students 
at  the  University 

Sunday  Service  at  Czech  Brethren  Church 
Sunday  evening  address  at  Czech  Brethren 
Church 

Reception  by  Theological  Faculty 
Lecture  to  faculty  and  students 
Dinner  attended  by  representatives  of  all 
churches 

Reception  and  Dinner  by  the  President  of  the 
German  Church  Federation,  attended  by  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  churches  and  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  German  Foreign  Office 
Lecture  to  Theological  Faculty  and  students  at 
the  University 

Dinner  given  by  the  Dean  and  members  of  the 
Theological  Faculty 

Address  at  Public  Meeting  of  pastors  and  lay 
members  at  the  New  Church 
Visited  social  institutions  of  German  Churches 
at  Spandau 

Visited  labor  office  and  representative  of  For¬ 
eign  Minister  Stresemann 
Conference  with  Committee  of  the  American 
Church  in  Berlin 

Conference  with  Theological  Faculty,  pastors, 
mayor,  and  rector  of  University 
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Frankfurt: 


Strasburg: 


Paris : 


London: 


Dinner  attended  by  representatives  of  the 
churches 

Address  to  and  messages  from  representative 
church  leaders  at  a  conference 

Reception  by  the  Dean  and  Theological  Faculty 

Lecture  to  Theological  Faculty  and  students  at 
the  University 

Reception  and  conference  of  church  leaders 

Lecture  to  Theological  Faculty  and  students 

Conference  with  representatives  of  the  religious 
and  secular  press 

Meeting  of  the  French  Committee  which  co¬ 
operates  with  the  Central  Bureau  for  the 
Relief  of  the  Evangelical  Churches  of  Europe 

Visits  to  “Service  Social”  and  “La  Cause” 

Visits  to  American  Cemeteries  in  France 

Memorial  Sunday  address  at  American  Church 

Conference  with  the  President  and  Cabinet  of 
the  Republic  of  Georgia,  at  their  request 

Luncheon  Conference,  presided  over  by  Sir 
Murray  Hyslop,  arranged  by  the  Secretaries 
of  the  Federal  Council  of  Evangelical  Free 
Churches  and  the  National  Free  Church 
Council 

Conferences  with  church  leaders 


Winchester :  Conference  with  the  Bishop  of  Winchester, 

President  of  the  Continuation  Committee  of 
the  Universal  Christian  Conference  on  Life 
and  Work 

It  was  a  pleasure  and  a  great  help  to  have  Dr.  Keller  with  me 
from  Budapest  to  Frankfurt  and  to  have  Dr.  Worth  M.  Tippy 
share  the  meetings  in  London. 

I  regret  that  space  forbids  mention  of  the  many  persons  whose 
unfailing  kindness  and  courtesy  were  so  marked,  especially  as  I 
value  so  highly  these  treasured  personal  contacts  which,  after  all, 
are  vital  factors  in  international  relationships.  Indeed,  the  atten¬ 
tion  given  to  this  visitation  was  entirely  disproportionate  to  its 
nature  and  importance,  except  as  it  is  interpreted  as  an  expression 
of  the  fraternal  spirit  of  the  European  Churches.  At  every  point 
messages  were  uttered  by  outstanding  church  leaders,  conveying 
the  warmest  feelings  of  friendship  for  our  American  Churches. 
The  press  everywhere  recorded  the  meetings  in  a  way  that  indi¬ 
cated  popular  interest  in  these  developments  of  the  common  life 
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of  the  churches  and  several  political  leaders,  who  were  met  inci¬ 
dentally,  were  evidently  well  informed  regarding  these  coopera¬ 
tive  Christian  movements  and  are  deeply  and  sympathetically 
interested  in  them. 

The  Continuation  Committee  of  the  Universal  Christian 
Conference  on  Life  and  Work  and  the  Institute 
of  Social  Christianity 

The  European  Church  bodies  take  the  Stockholm  conference 
very  seriously  and  are  ready  to  follow  its  leadership.  This  is 
especially  true  where  national  federations  of  churches  exist  and 
are  responsible  for  relationships  with  the  Continuation  Com¬ 
mittee.  Indeed,  some  regret  and  disappointment  are  expressed 
that  this  movement  has  not  assumed  more  visible  and  practical 
form.  The  feeling  is  voiced  that  the  Continuation  Committee  on 
Life  and  Work  suffers  by  its  contrast  to  the  larger  gatherings  of 
the  World  Alliance  for  International  Friendship  through  the 
churches. 

Deep  interest  was  expressed  everywhere  in  the  establishment 
of  the  Institute  of  Social  Christianity  at  Geneva,  as  being  a  con¬ 
crete  and  living  outcome  of  the  Stockholm  conference  and  move¬ 
ment.  The  headquarters,  while  not  pretentious,  are  admirably 
situated,  the  magazine  “Stockholm”  has  appeared  in  two  issues, 
valuable  information  has  been  gathered  and  issued,  corre¬ 
spondents  among  the  church  bodies  of  the  nations  secured  and 
many  contacts  of  value  have  been  made.  Its  director,  Dr.  Keller, 
has  already  accomplished  a  vast  amount  of  effective  work,  in 
addition  to  his  constant  labors  in  directing  the  Central  Bureau, 
especially  in  view  of  the  very  limited  budget  at  his  disposal.  It  is 
gratifying  that  he  is  now  to  have  real  help  from  a  representative 
of  the  German  Church  Federation,  from  Dr.  Tippy  and,  it  is 
expected,  from  an  additional  staff  member  from  Great  Britain. 
Dr.  Keller  is  admirably  equipped  to  serve  as  general  organizer 
and  administrator  and  with  a  staff  for  the  needed  research  the 
Institute  will  soon  become  a  vital  factor  in  World  Christianity. 
I  trust  that  before  the  expiration  of  Dr.  Tippy’s  necessarily  brief 
service  we  may  find  the  way  of  appointing  a  permanent  successor 

to  him. 

It  is  evident  that  the  larger  enlistment  of  the  interest  of  the 
American  Churches  should  be  secured  for  the  Life  and  Work 
movement  and  that  the  Federal  Council  should  accept  definite 
responsibility  for  it,  as  is  now  the  case  with  the  Federal  Council  s 
Commission  on  the  Church  and  Social  Service  and  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Research  in  relation  to  the  Institute  of  Social  Christi¬ 
anity.  The  Stockholm  movement  calls  for  our  earnest  support. 
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There  should  also  be  a  clearer  understanding  as  to  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  Continuation  Committee  of  the  Universal 
Christian  Conference  on  Life  and  Work  and  the  International 
Missionary  Council  and  especially  as  to  the  Institute  of  Social 
Christianity  at  Geneva  and  the  proposed  work  of  a  similar  nature 
by  the  International  Missionary  Council.  Conferences  on  the 
latter  subject  are  now  being  held. 

The  meeting  of  the  Continuation  Committee  at  Prague  should 
mark  a  very  distinct  forward  step  in  the  movement  initiated  at 
Stockholm,  on  the  part  of  all  the  church  bodies  concerned.  It  is 
probably  time  to  consider  another  conference.  The  European 
Churches  look  for  it  and  are  ready  for  it.  The  new  headquarters 
of  the  Institute  of  Social  Christianity  at  Geneva  may  well  serve 
as  a  nucleus  for  a  real  world  center  of  the  churches. 

The  Central  Bureau  for  Relief  of  the  Evangelical  Churches 

in  Europe 

On  several  occasions,  in  conference,  I  expressed  the  feeling 
that  perhaps  our  Federal  Council  should  now  withdraw  from 
some  of  the  interests  for  which  it  has  been  responsible.  To  this 
was  received  everywhere  the  strongest  dissent,  illustrated  by  the 
letter  to  Dr.  Cadman  from  Principal  Garvie,  Professor  Titius  and 
M.  Gounelle.  Everywhere  were  heard  expressions  of  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  work  of  the  Central  Bureau  and  of  Dr.  Keller’s  wise 
and  brotherly  service.  Indeed,  the  expressions  of  gratitude  are 
entirely  out  of  proportion  to  what  the  American  Churches  have 
done  for  the  churches  of  these  depleted  nations. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  the  recent  completion  of  the  rebuild¬ 
ing  of  the  last  two  of  the  devastated  churches  in  France. 

It  is  by  no  means  time  yet  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  Central 
Bureau.  It  has  helped  to  lay  foundations,  but  the  European 
churches  still  need  help  in  building  upon  them.  The  program 
simply  needs  to  be  changed  to  one  which  will  help  them  to  develop 
leadership.  This  question  should  have  early  consideration  by  the 
Federal  Council’s  Commission  on  Relations  with  Religious  Bodies 
in  Europe,  the  American  Committee  of  the  Central  Bureau  and 
their  constituencies.  I  urge  that  our  constituent  bodies  and 
boards  continue  and  increase  their  present  help. 

Moreover,  the  cooperative  work  of  the  Central  Bureau  and  the 
Service  of  Dr.  Keller  have  had  a  large  share  in  developing  the 
spirit  and  practice  of  cooperation  in  Europe. 

The  Eastern  Orthodox  Churches 

While  the  newer  relation  of  the  ancient  churches  of  the  Near 
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East  to  the  Protestant  churches  is  perhaps  more  in  principle  than 
in  practice,  it  is  gradually  assuming  more  vital  form.  A  new  gen¬ 
eration  of  priests  and  students  has  a  new  outlook  on  the  world. 
An  increasing  number  of  the  leaders  of  these  churches  are  becom¬ 
ing  informed  about  and  interested  in  the  churches  of  the  West. 
They  have  much  to  contribute  to  our  common  Christian  spirit  and 
life.  They  have  an  opportunity  to  render  mediatorial  service  in 
those  countries  where  Protestant  churches  are  among  political 
minorities  and  there  are  instances  of  the  desire  of  their  leaders 
to  fulfill  it. 

The  Near  East  Relief  has  rendered  a  great  service  to  our 
churches  in  this  field,  and  its  work  should  be  continued  and  sup¬ 
ported  so  as  to  complete  its  present  program.  Failure  to  do  this 
would  be  a  calamity. 

There  are  visible  signs  of  a  new  outlook.  One  of  the  largest' 
popular  meetings  of  an  evangelical  nature  that  I  addressed  was 
at  a  park  in  Bucarest,  conducted  by  the  Orthodox  Church.  In 
many  countries  the  Orthodox  Churches  have  great  political  and 
social  influence.  At  Corinth  it  was  gratifying  to  note  that  the 
entire  relief  work  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Bishop  and  he  was 
handling  it  with  evident  efficiency.  The  plan  for  bringing  promis¬ 
ing  theological  students  of  the  Orthodox  faith  to  our  American 
seminaries  for  study  constitutes  one  of  our  most  important  rela¬ 
tionships  with  the  Eastern  Churches  and  should  be  further  de¬ 
veloped. 

There  are  several  agencies  of  a  foreign  mission  and  educa¬ 
tional  nature  in  sections  where  the  Orthodox  churches  are  the 
churches  of  the  people,  and  they  should  understand  each  other 
and  have  a  program  common  to  all  in  principle.  It  is  recom¬ 
mended  that  our  Committee  on  Relations  with  the  Eastern 
Churches  invite  an  early  conference,  for  at  least  a  day,  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  agencies  concerned. 

Dr.  W.  W.  Peet,  during  his  two  years  of  residence  in  Athens 
as  a  special  representative  of  the  American  churches,  has  ren¬ 
dered  a  fine  service  among  these  brethren  and  their  love  for  him 
is  a  touching  evidence  of  the  part  that  personal  relations  play  in 
the  largest  of  human  interests.  He  has  opened  a  door  for  us  and 
we  must  find  the  way  of  entering  in,  with  both  sympathy  and 
wisdom. 

It  was  gratifying  to  learn  from  the  Archbishop  of  Athens  that 
the  proposed  conference  of  the  Eastern  Churches  is  still  in  pros¬ 
pect,  for  it  must  be  admitted  that  unity  is  lacking  among  them,  and 
that  nationality  and  political  concern  sometimes  overshadow  and 
obscure  their  mutual  and  common  tasks  and  interests. 
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Corinth  is  a  pitiful  sight,  not  a  wall  left  standing.  Greece  has 
to  meet  this  calamity  before  she  has  her  host  of  refugees  cared 
for.  American  relief,  both  by  contribution  and  by  governmental 
help  by  loan,  is  sorely  needed.  I  wish  that  special  resources  might 
be  found  to  rebuild  the  demolished  church  at  Corinth. 

Federative  and  Cooperative  Movements 

When  one  considers  the  state  of  the  European  nations  and 
churches  in  1918,  the  extent  of  their  recovery  in  ten  years  is 
almost  inconceivable.  Most  gratifying  of  all  is  the  growth  of 
the  cooperative  spirit  and  practice.  Where  national  federations 
have  not  yet  been  organized,  they  are  either  in  process  or  to  some 
extent  in  prospect.  The  German  Church  Federation  is  a  vital 
factor  not  only  in  Germany  but  in  relation  to  all  the  churches  in 
German-speaking  nations.  The  building  of  the  French  Protestant 
Federation  is  a  center  of  life,  to  which  has  recently  been  added 
the  Central  Evangelical  Society.  In  some  countries  the  federative 
movement  is  retarded  by  the  existence  of  nationalistic  differences 
and  church  bodies  which  are  part  of  a  political  minority. 

In  some  countries  there  is  actual  administrative  union  of  the 
Reformed  and  Lutheran  bodies  and  generally  speaking  the  rela¬ 
tions  between  the  various  denominational  leaders  are  friendly 
even  when  not  actually  cooperative. 

Here  again  we  may  hope  for  much  from  a  new  generation.  The 
theological  seminaries  are  in  good  shape,  with  increasing  num¬ 
bers  of  forward-looking  students.  Compared  and  contrasted  with 
ten  years  ago,  the  cooperative  church  movement  in  Europe  is 
distinctly  hopeful.  Even  where  church  bodies  have  been  divided 
by  political  severance,  they  retain  their  mutual  sympathy.  There 
is  an  evident  feeling,  in  several  quarters,  that  the  larger  circle  of 
the  Stockholm  conference  including  the  Anglican  and  Orthodox 
elements,  ought  not  to  preclude  closer  cooperation  or  even  union, 
of  the  Reformed  and  Lutheran  bodies.  This  sentiment  appears 
to  be  a  growing  one.  The  feeling  was  widely  expressed  that  the 
Pope’s  encyclical  had  cleared  the  air  and  made  the  way  of  the 
Protestant  churches  obvious. 

Many  complaints  are  made  of  the  propaganda  of  the  Russellites 
and  other  sects  for  whose  procedures  the  American  churches  are 
unfortunately  regarded  as  responsible. 

I  hope  that  our  Committee  on  Program  for  our  20th  Anni¬ 
versary  Quadrennial  Meeting  may  be  able  to  secure  the  presence 
of  messengers  from  the  European  church  bodies  to  counsel  and 
advise  with  us. 
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Social  Movements 

It  was  interesting  to  note  that  the  special  interest  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  conferences  was  in  the  social  work  of  the  Federal  Council 
and  its  constituent  churches.  It  is  a  rapidly  increasing  activity 
in  Europe.  Indeed,  one  finds  it  difficult  to  understand  some  of 
the  German  criticism  of  “Amerikanische  Activismus”  when  one 
witnesses  the  immense  social  work  of  the  churches  at  Spandau. 

In  France  “La  Cause,”  with  its  combined  evangelical  and  social 
work,  is  an  inspiring  witness  to  this  new  outlook  of  European 
Christianity.  The  German  Church  Federation  was  the  first  to 
add  a  member  to  the  staff  of  the  Institute  at  Geneva  and  a  theo¬ 
logical  professor  at  Berlin  is  the  chairman  of  the  Institute  Com¬ 
mission.  Here  is  a  field  for  mission  boards  in  Europe  which  has 
not  yet  been  adequately  appreciated. 

German  theology  seems  to  have  transferred  a  good  deal  of  its 
former  critical  analysis  to  this  realm,  while  dogmatically  it  has 
become  more  constructive  and  thus  more  evangelical.  At  any  rate 
it  is  far  removed  from  the  German  criticism  of  my  student  days. 
The  theological  students  are  alive  to  social  questions,  if  my  audi¬ 
ences  were  a  fair  example. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  religious  use  of  the  Radio,  while 
not  approaching  that  in  the  United  States,  is  increasing.  “La 
Cause”  in  France  has  a  nation-wide  evening  hookup,  although 
for  some  unaccountable  reason  the  national  broadcasting  agencies 
in  France  restrict  Sunday  entirely  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
I  conferred  with  representatives  of  the  French  Government  on 
the  matter  of  Paris  divorces  of  Americans  and  was  assured  that 
the  situation  would  be  investigated. 

Several  complaints  were  registered  of  American  moving  pic¬ 
ture  films  of  a  degrading  character,  as  many  European  churches 
are  seeking  to  deal  with  this  evil.  The  “King  of  Kings”  is  both 
commended  and  criticised,  mainly  as  being  too  sentimental  and 
unhistorical.  I  heard  nothing  as  to  its  effect  on  Anti-Semitic 
feeling.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  multitudes  of  European  people 
get  their  views  of  American  life  from  such  books  as  “Elmer 
Gantry”  and  Lindsey’s  “Revolt  of  Youth,”  of  which  translations 
have  secured  a  wide  circulation. 

Religious  Minorities 

This  is  still  a  difficult  problem.  Violent  attacks  seem  to  have 
ceased,  except  Anti-Semitic  outbreaks  which  have,  in  some  coun¬ 
tries,  occurred  quite  recently,  although  less  violent.  The  most 
serious  situation  appears  still  to  be  in  Roumania,  notably 
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among  the  Protestant  bodies  in  Transylvania.  The  German 
Lutheran  situation  in  Sibiu  appears  to  be  relatively  quiet  com¬ 
pared  with  the  Hungarian  in  Cluj,  but  by  no  means  free  from 
restlessness  and  irritation.  The  Hungarian  situation  in  Transyl¬ 
vania,  while  outwardly  calm,  shows  relatively  little  change  from 
that  recorded  in  my  report  in  1925.  I  will  record  some  of  the 
grievances  alleged  as  indicating  the  intricate  difficulties  of  the 
problem. 

Grievances  Alleged 

The  Lutherans  say  that  they  are  unable  to  supply  their  pastorates  be¬ 
cause  only  those  of  Roumanian  nationality  are  allowed  to  serve  and 
Roumanian  citizenship  is  hard  to  acquire. 

The  law  limiting  the  existence  of  minority  churches  to  those  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  size,  deprives  many  small  communities  of  any  church  life. 

Their  children  cannot  be  supplied  with  Catechisms  because  they  are 
not  permitted  to  import  them  and  cannot  afford  to  print  them. 

Inability  to  secure  the  state  subsidies  due  them  by  law. 

It  is  claimed  that  children  are  forced  to  perform  Orthodox  rites  and 
ceremonies  in  state  schools. 

The  repression  of  their  schools  still  continues.  One  main  school, 
legally  restored  to  the  Reformed  Church  three  years  ago,  is  still  held 
back. 

Irritating  rules :  Churches  can  get  no  help  from  abroad  except  by 
reporting  it  for  permission  to  receive  it.  No  public  meetings  without 
special  license  involving  meticulous  explanation  and  the  presence  of 
secret  service  men  who  take  stenographic  notes  of  the  proceedings. 

Justice,  even  under  the  laws,  is  difficult  to  get.  Governments  are  un¬ 
certain,  so  that  a  government  which  promises  relief  may  be  overturned 
before  the  promise  is  carried  out.  The  laws  themselves  are  ambiguous, 
thus  leaving  their  application  to  irresponsible  officials.  Laws  are  un¬ 
fairly  and  unequally  applied.  Even  when  the  government  is  well  dis¬ 
posed  and  the  laws  well  intentioned,  they  are  frustrated  by  local  officials. 

The  new  Law  of  Cults  has  been  passed,  but  is  not  yet  in  operation. 
It  is  felt  that  it  does  not  apply  with  equality,  gives  preference  to  the 
Orthodox  Church  and  allows  too  much  state  interference  in  religion. 

A  concordat  with  the  Vatican  appears  to  give  more  freedom  than  is 
accorded  the  Protestant  bodies. 

Under  the  new  law  one  body  of  Lutherans  (of  Presbyterian  polity) 
is  not  recognized,  while  the  other  Lutheran  body  (consistorial)  is  recog¬ 
nized.  The  Baptists  have  obtained  recognition. 

As  to  the  American  and  other  Commissions  of  enquiry,  it  is  believed 
that  they  have  been  helpful  and  the  government  has  in  no  way  sought 
to  prevent  them.  The  press,  however,  has  regarded  them  as  intrusive. 

These  charges  by  Protestant  leaders  indicate  the  nature  of  the 
situation.  I  had,  of  course,  no  opportunity  to  investigate  any  of 
these  issues  and  I  ought  to  add  that  representatives  of  the  Ortho¬ 
dox  Churches  say,  first,  that  many  of  the  laws  bear  heavily  on 
them  also  and,  second,  that  the  minority  grievances  are  over¬ 
stated.  Representative  members  of  the  World  Alliance  from  the 
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Roumanian  Church  especially  expressed  the  feeling  that  the  griev¬ 
ances  alleged  were  unfair  generalities  and  that  due  account  is  not 
taken  of  the  difficulties  incident  to  a  new  nation  like  present  day 
Roumania.  They  agreed  with  my  judgment  that  the  Roumanian 
Church  leaders  and  those  of  the  minorities  bodies  ought  to  come 
together  for  friendly  conference  and  mutual  service.  Government 
officials  also  deny  many  charges,  assert  that  local  injustices  are 
due  to  local  officials  and  that  in  general  they  are  enacting  laws 
which  will  insure  justice  to  these  minority  populations.  They  assert 
also  that  the  situation  is  constantly  improving.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  government  instability,  political  conflict,  both  internal  and 
external,  and  frequent  political  changes  in  Roumania  play  a  large 
part  in  the  matter.  The  Balkan  area  is  still  a  danger  spot  and 
would  probably  be  at  times  an  area  of  armed  conflict  were  it  not 
for  the  existence  and  influence  of  the  League  of  Nations. 

This  is  a  situation  in  which  a  more  friendly  and  sympathetic 
attitude  by  the  Orthodox  churches  and  a  cooperative  relation  be¬ 
tween  the  various  bodies,  including  the  Orthodox,  would  be  of 
the  greatest  help.  It  is,  however,  implicit  in  the  whole  political 
problem  in  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  League  of  Nations 
may  continue  to  exert  increasing  influence.  The  stupidity  of  con¬ 
quering  nations  in  their  attitude  towards  alien  minority  subjects 
is  a  sad  fact  of  history  and  it  is  being  repeated. 

There  is,  of  course,  the  same  restlessness  though  not  so  tense, 
in  Czecho-Slovakia  and  Poland. 

Another  instance  of  this  serious  complication  came  to  my  atten¬ 
tion  by  a  visit  in  Paris  from  the  President  and  Cabinet  of  the 
Republic  of  Georgia,  whose  petition  I  have  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  International  Justice  and  Goodwill.  Here  is  an  almost 
unknown  people  who  have  been  the  subject  of  Russian  political 
vicissitude.  They  are  now  subject  to  Russia,  and  the  treaty  grant¬ 
ing  them  independence,  they  claim,  is  violated.  Their  people  are 
in  silent  revolt,  and  they  are  shut  out  from  America  by  the  quota 
law  which  includes  them  as  Russians.  Their  church  was  taken 
over  by  the  Russian  Church  in  1811,  but  restored  under  the 
Kerensky  government.  They  now  have  their  own  Patriarch  at 
Tiflis,  with,  it  is  said,  the  tacit  consent  of  the  Russian  Church. 
They  have  their  government  at  Paris,  together  with  a  church 
and  schools  and  also  a  refugee  problem.  They  look  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  government  for  political  help  and  to  the  American  churches 
for  sympathy  for  their  Church. 

As  to  the  Jewish  minorities,  they  are  to  some  degree  found 
everywhere.  The  sins  of  centuries  are  charged  up  to  them  oflf- 
hand,  even  to  being  the  cause  of  the  last  war.  Even  peoples  whose 
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own  minorities  are  in  trouble  sometimes  forget  that,  when  it  is 
a  question  of  the  Jews,  and  do  just  what  they  condemn  others 
for  doing.  I  took  several  occasions  to  set  forth  the  work  of  our 
Federal  Council  Committee  on  Goodwill  between  Jews  and  Chris¬ 
tians.  On  every  hand  one  meets  this  persistent  prejudice,  not  only 
among  common  people  and  riotous  students,  but  too  often  among 
intellectual  leaders  and  political  rulers.  Henry  Ford’s  recanta¬ 
tion  has  had  some  modifying  influence,  but  is  often  regarded  as 
largely  an  act  of  diplomacy  and  opportunism.  His  book  is  still 
circulated. 

The  existence  of  these  restless  minority  areas  is  a  constant 
source  of  danger.  Surely  they  illustrate  the  futility  of  alleged 
justice  by  force  of  arms  and  constitute  a  plea  for  the  League  of 
Nations  and  the  judicial  settlement  of  international  affairs. 

In  this  connection  a  word  about  Turkey  is  not  inappropriate. 
Here  we  have  a  minority  problem  of  a  different  sort.  Turkey  is 
striving  for  a  new  national  life  by  the  grafting  upon  herself  of 
a  Christian  civilization.  At  present,  by  her  repression  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  she  is  trying  to  produce  effects  without  relation  to  their 
causes.  For  example,  she  has  a  Boy  Scout  organization,  govern- 
mentally  controlled,  a  part  of  her  military  machine,  and  entirely 
non-religious.  She  grants  religious  freedom  to  her  minority  popu¬ 
lations  but  practically  prevents  it  on  the  part  of  her  own  nationals. 
As  far  as  I  can  judge,  however,  our  American  workers  in  Turkey 
believe  in  the  sincerity  of  her  leaders  and  desire  our  adherence  to 
the  proposed  treaty.  They  feel  that  this  will,  in  the  long  run,  help 
her  to  find  her  way. 

The  Movement  for  International  Relations 

Due  largely  to  the  effective  organization  of  the  World  Alliance 
for  Promoting  International  Friendship  through  the  Churches 
and  the  constant  visitation  of  its  General  Secretary,  Dr.  Atkinson 
and  his  associates,  the  Churches  of  Europe  are  strongly  com¬ 
mitted  to  International  Peace.  A  special  voluntary  committee  is 
devoted  to  the  development  of  inter-visitation  and  friendly  re¬ 
lations  between  the  pastors  of  France  and  Germany.  The  peace 
movement  among  youth  is  an  impressive  one. 

In  the  conference  with  British  Churchmen,  the  navy-building 
situation  was  earnestly  discussed  and  the  wish  expressed  that  the 
churches  of  each  nation  might  know  what  really  happened  at 
Geneva.  The  proposal  that  the  Churches  of  Great  Britain  ought 
to  have  a  constant  representative  in  America  and  that  the  Ameri¬ 
can  churches  ought  to  have  one  in  Great  Britain,  met  with  warm 
approval.  Perhaps  the  time  is  coming  when  the  churches  will 
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have  their  ambassadors  to  the  churches  of  other  countries.  In 
some  quarters  the  churches  in  Europe  are  more  unqualifiedly 
opposed  to  war  than  in  America. 

I  found  everywhere  only  the  warmest  sympathy  with  the  Kel¬ 
logg  proposals  for  a  multilateral  treaty.  In  France  I  conferred 
informally  with  representatives  of  the  government,  and  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  simply  a  question  of  conserving  existing  compacts 
and  the  integrity  of  the  League  of  Nations. 

No  signs  were  apparent  of  the  alleged  anti-American  hostility 
reported  by  commercial  men  and  tourists  and  I  suspect  a  good 
deal  of  it  is  created  by  them  and  their  own  imaginations.  Of 
course,  the  debts  still  worry  the  Europeans  and  it  is  evident  that 
our  authorities  have  not  made  our  real  attitude  actually  clear  to 
the  European  people  in  general. 

The  original  proposal  of  our  Navy  Department  for  increased 
building  was  mystifying  to  many  and  was  regarded  by  others  as 
an  actual  reaction  from  our  peace  policy  and  a  concession  to  the 
old  system  of  force.  That  the  reduction  of  this  proposal  created 
a  sense  of  relief  to  the  high-minded  leaders  in  Europe  was  clearly 
evident. 

They  are  a  good  deal  puzzled  by  the  propaganda  of  our  profes¬ 
sional,  self-styled  “patriots”  and  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any 
place  in  Europe,  outside  perhaps  the  Balkan  area,  where  any 
such  hysteria  exists.  Certainly  no  such  unreasonable  type  of 
nationalism  is  found  among  thinking  people  in  such  countries  as 
Great  Britain,  France  and  Germany,  and  in  all  these  countries 
even  extreme  pacifists  are  not  subject  to  heckling  and  the  con¬ 
structive  and  conservative  peace  leaders  are  all  absolutely  free 
from  any  harassing.  The  leader  of  the  Youth  Peace  Movement 
in  Alsace  is  a  young  captain  in  the  French  Army.  I  honestly  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  rank  and  file  of  the  people,  and  certainly  the  higher 
classes,  can  teach  many  of  our  people  much  in  the  way  of  dignity, 
calmness  and  balance. 

At  any  rate,  the  Churches  of  European  countries  understand 
our  Federal  Council  and  our  American  Churches  and  a  warm 
mutual  confidence  is  being  developed. 

English-Speaking  Churches 

The  American  Church  in  Paris  has  its  new  building  well  under 
way  and  it  will  be  a  credit  to  us  architecturally  and  practically. 

The  American  Church  in  Berlin,  which,  of  course,  was  severely 
disrupted  by  the  War,  ought  to  be  restored  to  a  position  of  dignity 
and  strength. 
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It  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  these  churches  should  be 
developed,  especially  in  cities  where  we  send  our  American  young 
people.  The  present  ineffectiveness  is  due  to  the  fact  that  our 
American  denominations  have  not  organized  cooperatively  in  this 
interest  and  have  not  worked  in  conference  with  the  English  and 
Scotch  Churches.  When  there  are  several  such  churches  in  a 
European  city  they  do  not  work  jointly  as  they  ought.  In  some 
cities  there  are  too  many  and  in  others  none  at  all.  A  cooperative 
plan  between  the  American  and  British  churches  could  provide  a 
substantially  commanding  English-speaking  church  in  each  im¬ 
portant  city  in  place  of  the  present  struggling  churches,  many  of 
which  are  ignored  both  by  English-speaking  residents  and  tourists. 
In  one  case  our  own  ambassador  attends  the  British  in  place  of  the 
American  church. 

I  have  suggested  that  our  Commission  on  Christian  Education 
inquire  as  to  how  far  the  classes  of  our  colleges,  now  located  in 
such  cities  as  Paris  for  a  year,  are  put  in  contact  with  the  French- 
speaking  churches  during  their  stay.  I  was  unable,  by  casual  in¬ 
quiry,  to  find  any  signs  of  such  connection. 

The  American  Cemeteries  in  France 

The  Cemeteries  are  now  assuming  finished  proportions.  The 
new  marble  crosses  are  being  substituted  for  the  temporary 
wooden  ones,  and  with  the  growth  of  the  trees  and  shrubs  these 
cemeteries  have  become  beautiful  garden  spots. 

The  structure  of  the  chapels  has  begun  and  when  these  are 
finished  the  American  visitors  will  have  shrines  in  France  which 
will  deeply  touch  their  hearts. 

Each  of  the  eight  cemeteries  is  in  charge  of  a  Superintendent, 
who  is  an  ex-Service  man  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  as  such,  is  the  sole  representative  of  the  Graves  Registration 
Service  at  the  cemetery.  In  each  cemetery  there  is  a  reception- 
room  built  for  the  convenience  of  visitors.  At  the  Meuse- Argonne 
Cemetery  a  Hostess  House  is  provided  for  visitors  who  desire  to 
spend  a  day  or  more  at  the  cemetery.  This  Hostess  House  is  open 
from  May  1st  to  October  1st ;  charges  are  nominal. 

I  was  accompanied  to  the  cemeteries  visited  by  Chaplain  Clay¬ 
ton  E.  Williams,  Res.  I  have  asked  Chaplain  J.  W.  Cochran,  Res. 
and  Chaplain  Williams  to  act  as  our  permanent  representatives  in 
reporting  on  the  cemeteries  and  in  relation  to  services  on  Memorial 
Sunday  and  Memorial  Day. 

The  services  of  our  government  through  the  American  Grave-s 
Registration  Service  and  the  American  Battle  Monuments  Com¬ 
mission,  in  connection  with  these  cemeteries,  should  receive  our 
highest  appreciation  and  the  full  support  of  our  Congress. 
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Second  Visit 

August  25  —  September  12 

Attending  International  Church  Conferences  at  Prague 

The  World  Alliance  for  International  Friendship 

Through  the  Churches 

The  opening  session  of  the  World  Alliance  on  this  14th  anni¬ 
versary  of  its  organization  at  Constance  in  1914  and  the  tenth 
anniversary  of  the  armistice,  was  a  memorable  occasion. 

On  August  27,  while  the  Multilateral  Treaty  renouncing  war 
as  a  national  policy  was  being  signed  at  Paris,  Judge  Walter 
Simons,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Germany  and 
formerly  ad  interim  President  of  the  German  Republic,  was  de¬ 
livering  an  address  to  the  Alliance  which  revealed  the  highest 
Christian  statesmanship,  in  terms  of  persuasive  eloquence. 

This  was  followed  by  a  message  from  our  Secretary  of 
State,  Hon.  Frank  B.  Kellogg,  conveyed  by  Bishop  William  F. 
McDowell  of  Washington  and  a  message  from  the  meeting  to 
Mr.  Kellog  and  to  the  signatories  of  the  treaty  then  being  signed 
at  Paris. 

The  meetings  of  the  International  Committee  of  the  World 
Alliance  as  well  as  those  of  the  larger  convention  were  attended 
by  an  unusually  representative  body  of  church  leaders  and  were 
marked  with  dignity,  courage  and  hope. 

The  work  of  the  past  three  years  since  the  last  meeting  of  the 
International  Committee  has  been  constructive  and  should  be 
gratifying  to  Dr.  Atkinson,  the  American  General  Secretary,  and 
his  associates  both  national  and  international.  And  when  one 
looks  back  to  the  organization  fourteen  years  ago  at  Constance, 
despite  the  sad  catastrophe  of  1914-1918,  one  is  greatly  heart¬ 
ened  by  the  progress  that  has  been  made  towards  mutual  justice 
and  peace  and  especially  by  the  influence  of  the  churches  of  the 
world  in  promoting  these  ends. 

The  Central  Bureau  for  the  Relief  of  the  Evangelical 

Churches  of  Europe 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Central  Bureau  held  sev¬ 
eral  sessions  at  Prague.  The  whole  situation  of  the  churches  of 
Europe  was  reviewed  and  the  Committee  was  deeply  impressed 
by  the  complete  and  accurate  information  gathered  by  Dr.  Adolf 
Keller  and  his  associate,  Mr.  Oscar  Bauhofer,  regarding  the 
churches  in  every  part  of  Europe. 

It  was  evident  that  the  churches  had  not  recovered  to  any  such 
extent  as  have  their  nations  and  in  some  cases  the  measures  for 
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national  recovery  and  stabilization  have,  temporarily  it  is  hoped, 
been  actually  detrimental  to  the  financial  and  fiduciary  interests 
of  the  churches. 

The  Committee  expressed  its  readiness  to  be  continued  as  a 
channel  for  help  among  the  Eastern  Churches  as  well  as  of  those 
of  its  own  constituency. 

Plans  were  adopted  looking  towards  a  newer  and  more  effec¬ 
tive  form  of  organization  and  a  new  program  in  view  of  the 
changed  and  changing  conditions.  It  is  proposed  that  the  Central 
Bureau  shall  become  a  permanent  body  for  mutual  interchange 
of  help  and  sustentation,  as  well  as  a  sort  of  Church  Red  Cross 
to  meet  emergencies  as  they  arise. 

It  was  requested  that  the  Federal  Council  should  continue  its 
present  relationship  and  its  service  in  continuing  the  sympathy 
and  support  of  the  American  Churches. 

The  Committee  expressed  its  desire  to  be  in  affiliation  with  the 
Continuation  Committee  of  the  Universal  Christian  Conference 
on  Life  and  Work,  as  an  autonomous  body,  determining  its  own 
constituency  and  relations,  reporting  to  the  Continuation  Com¬ 
mittee  annually  and  seeking  its  counsel  and  advice  and  moral 
support.  A  change  of  title  for  the  Bureau  is  under  considera¬ 
tion  by  the  Committee  in  view  of  its  change  of  policy  from  an 
emergency  war  relief  organization  to  one  of  permanent  mutual 
sustentation  between  the  churches. 

The  Committee  passed  a  vote  of  warm  appreciation  for  the 
service  of  Rev.  Kenneth  D.  Miller,  regretting  his  proposed  re¬ 
tirement  and  expressing  the  hope  that  the  Federal  Council  would 
appoint  his  successor  as  quickly  as  possible.  Mr.  Miller  was  re¬ 
quested  to  continue  to  serve  until  his  successor  is  secured. 

The  International  Social  Institute 

Several  meetings  of  the  Commission  appointed  at  Stockholm 
were  also  held  at  Prague  and  the  report  and  program  of  the 
Institute  constituted  an  outstanding  feature  of  the  later  meeting 
of  the  Continuation  Committee  on  Life  and  Work. 

I  was  requested  to  convey  to  the  Federal  Council  and  its  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Church  and  Social  Service  and  its  Department  of 
Research,  gratitude  for  the  services  of  Dr.  Tippy.  He  is  acknowl¬ 
edged  as  largely  responsible  for  the  establishment  of  the  Institute 
on  a  firm  and  constructive  basis  following  the  pioneer  work  of 
Dr.  Keller,  with  whom  he  has  worked  in  close  fellowship  and 
cooperation.  It  was  especially  interesting  to  look  in  on  a  Con¬ 
ference  of  representatives  of  the  Eastern  Churches  at  which  Dr. 
Tippy  with  his  evangelical  persuasiveness,  was  evidently  enlist¬ 
ing  their  sympathetic  response.  A  permanent  plan  looking  far 
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ahead,  was  prepared  by  Dr.  Tippy  and  Dr.  Hans  Schoenfeld,  the 
working  representative  of  the  German  Church  Federation.  Dr. 
Tippy’s  conferences  of  church  leaders  in  various  parts  of  Europe 
received  many  tributes  of  gratitude.  The  Federal  Council  was 
requested  to  continue  his  help  as  long  as  possible  and  to  send  a 
permanent  representative  to  continue  his  service.  Acknowl¬ 
edgment  was  also  made  to  the  Federal  Council  for  providing  the 
services  of  Dr.  Keller,  its  help  in  sustaining  the  magazine  “Stock¬ 
holm”  and  other  financial  help. 

The  Institute  has  already  established  a  place  for  itself  among 
the  similar  international  organizations  at  Geneva  and  Dr.  Keller 
is  highly  regarded  among  the  groups  of  personalities  directing 
similar  interests. 

It  is  evident  that  a  new  task  and  obligation  has  fallen  to  the  lot 
of  our  Commission  on  the  Church  and  Social  Service  and  our 
Department  of  Research  in  this  cooperative  task  of  the  churches 
of  the  world.  I  have,  however,  thus  dwelt  on  the  opportunity  of 
the  Federal  Council  because  it  is  to  that  body  that  this  report  goes 
and  I  should  add  that  we  are  simply  one  section  of  a  movement 
in  which  both  leadership  and  service  are  widely  distributed  among 
federated  and  other  church  bodies  of  other  nations. 

The  Continuation  Committee  of  the  Universal  Christian 

Conference  on  Life  and  Work 

(August  31 — September  5) 

This  body  reviewed  progress  since  the  Stockholm  Conference 
of  1925  and  adopted  plans  for  forward  steps.  The  report  of  the 
General  Secretary,  Dr.  Atkinson,  dealt  thus  not  only  with  the 
gratifying  work  of  the  past  year,  but  proposed  courageous 
advances. 

It  may  almost  be  prophesied  with  confidence  that  Geneva  will 

become  a  world  center  for  the  international  interests  of  the 
churches,  so  gratifyingly  begun  by  the  establishment  of  the  Social 
Institute.  I  venture  to  express  the  judgment  that  this  will  take 
the  form  of  grouping  autonomous  bodies  with  varying  phases  of 
work,  but  all  associated  with  the  churches,  in  a  common  head¬ 
quarters  and  with  administrative  staffs  thinking  and  working 
together.  In  any  case  the  churches  represented  at  Stockholm  are 
rapidly  integrating  their  forces. 

I  need  not  go  into  detail  on  this  important  meeting  as  its  report 
will  doubtless  be  available  soon.  It  should  have  our  most  sym¬ 
pathetic  and  practical  consideration. 

While  at  Prague  I  received  verbal  assurance  that  several 
European  Church  bodies,  including  at  least  one  of  the  Eastern 
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Churches,  expect  to  send  messengers  to  the  Quadrennial  meeting 
of  the  Federal  Council  in  December  on  the  occasion  of  its  20th 
anniversary  and  the  Continuation  Committee  on  Life  and  Work 
will  likewise  be  represented. 

Dr.  Tippy  had  the  honor  of  being  appointed  to  represent  the 
American  Minister  at  Prague  in  the  dedication  of  the  Lafayette 
Tablet  at  Olomonc,  given  to  the  city  by  the  French  Protestant 
Committee  whose  messenger  was  Rev.  Andre  Monod. 

During  the  World  Alliance  meeting  at  Prague,  Mr.  R.  J. 
Caldwell,  long  a  friend  and  supporter  of  the  Federal  Council, 
presented  to  the  city  a  life  size  statue  of  President  Masaryk,  in  a 
graceful  speech,  eloquent  in  its  modesty  and  charm. 

Geneva 

On  my  way  back  I  visited  again  the  offices  of  the  Social  Insti¬ 
tute  and  the  Central  Bureau  at  Geneva. 

The  Assembly  of  the  League  of  Nations  was  in  session  and  I 
had  the  privilege  of  listening  to  Herr  Muller,  the  Chancellor  of 
Germany,  in  his  plea  that  the  nations  convened,  having  disarmed 
Germany,  should  proceed  more  rapidly  to  disarm  themselves. 

One  who  is  concerned  or  interested  in  international  affairs 
should  spend  a  few  days  or  hours  in  Geneva.  It  revives  one’s 
confidence.  Of  course  there  are  still  perplexing  and  unsolved 
problems,  but  around  them  all  is  a  prevailing  atmosphere  of 
sympathy  and  hope.  This  is  especially  impressive  to  one  who 
was  in  Europe  in  July  and  August  1914  as  he  contrasts  the  rela¬ 
tions  between  nations  then  and  now.  It  does  not  require  much 
vision  to  see  the  immeasurable  difference.  Of  course  one  can  pick 
out  the  flaws  and  uncompleted  or  even  uncommenced  tasks  of  the 
League  and  some  visitors  do.  But  the  picture  as  a  whole  is 
heartening. 

I  conferred  with  League  members  from  several  nations  on  the 
Briand-Kellogg  Treaty  and  all  not  only  expressed  their  deep 
satisfaction,  but  assured  me  that  the  League  not  only  felt  no 
resentment  as  an  organization,  but  welcomed  it  warmly.  Of 
course  they  have  the  consciousness  that  it  is  the  existence  of  the 
League  that  makes  such  movements  possible. 

Gratification  was  expressed  that  Mr.  Hughes  had  been  elected 
to  the  International  Court  and  it  is  encouraging  to  note  the  con¬ 
stantly  increasing  cooperation  of  the  United  States  in  the  work 
of  the  League. 

Several  political  leaders  expressed  deep  interest  in  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  Social  Institute  at  Geneva.  As  one  of  them  said, 
“We  need  that  kind  of  atmosphere.”  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that 
the  church  bodies  find  so  many  natural  contacts  with  the  work  of 
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the  League.  Many  of  the  questions  are  almost  identical.  What 
the  churches  are  considering  from  the  Christian  point  of  view 
the  League  is  considering  from  the  political  viewpoint  of  inter¬ 
national  morality.  This  is  illustrated  by  the  problem  of  Religious 
Minorities  and  by  the  natural  and  normal  relations  between  the 
Institute  of  Social  Christianity  and  the  International  Bureau  of 
Labor,  one  of  whose  officials,  M.  Thelin  is  a  hearty  worker  on 
the  Institute  Commission  as  well  as  a  wise  counsellor.  Another 
member  of  the  Institute  Commission  is  Dr.  Slotemaker  de 
Bruyne,  the  Labor  Minister  in  Holland. 

A  couple  of  days  at  Geneva  is  an  inspiration. 


The  French  Protestant  Federation 

I  spent  three  days  again  at  the  headquarters  of  the  French 
Protestant  Federation  and  also  held  a  conference  with  Bishop 
W.  O.  Shepard  and  Rev.  J.  D.  Townsend,  representatives  in 
Paris  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

On  a  previous  visit  I  had  conferred  informally  with  M.  Paul 
Fuzier,  Counsellor  of  State,  and  two  representatives  of  the 
French  Foreign  Office,  calling  to  their  attention  the  restlessness 
of  American  people  at  the  readiness  with  which  Americans  were 
securing  easy  divorce  in  Paris.  It  was  therefore  satisfying  to  be 
informed  that  the  French  authorities  had  taken  the  matter  up 
with  vigor.  Evidently  the  French  people  had  known  little 
about  it. 


It  was  with  a  good  deal  of  reluctance  that  I  have  taken  this 
time  from  normal  work  and  especially  during  the  summer  from 
my  home  and  family,  but  it  has  at  least  had  value  in  giving  new 
courage  and  hope,  as  I  have  been  privileged  to  see  and  to  feel 
the  influence  among  the  European  Churches  of  the  cooperative 
movement  for  which  the  Federal  Council  stands. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  S.  Macfarland, 

General  Secretary. 

S.S.  OLYMPIC 
September  18,  1928. 
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